
President’s Column
PAOLA BERTUCCI
Yale University

In these past few years, I have seen and
appreciated the many ways in which many
members express their deep affection for
the society. What thrilled me the most in
the last weeks and months was your great
participation in the referendum on the new
Bylaws. I am very proud of the work the
Task Force carried out last year to reflect in
legal language what ASECS members had
expressed loud and clear in the Gladiator
report. In addition to ASECS’ commitment
to diversity among its members, the new
Bylaws affirm ASECS’ commitment to
diversity in geographical, linguistic, and
scholarly expertise. This will inform the
composition of the Board, of the
presidential line, and of all committees. Last
but certainly not least, the new Bylaws
provide representation for graduate
students/early career scholars on the Board.
These new voices will inform the essential
decision-making activities of future Boards. 

97% of those who participated in the recent
ASECS referendum voted to approve the
new Bylaws. As one of the two co-chairs of
the Task Force charged with drafting the
new Bylaws I want to thank you for this 

News Circular  No.  187
December 2024

Executive Board 2024-2025

NO. 187

President
PAOLA BERTUCCI
Associate Professor of History & History of
Medicine, Yale University

First Vice President
MISTY G. ANDERSON
Professor of English, Affiliate Professor of
Theatre & Religious Studies, University of
Tennessee

Second Vice President 
ELENA DEANDA-CAMACHO
Professor of Spanish and Black Studies,
Washington College

Past President 
LISA A. FREEMAN
Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences,
University of Illinois Chicago

Treasurer
JOSEPH BARTOLOMEO
Professor of English, University of
Massachusetts Amherst

Executive Director
BENITA BLESSING

Parliamentarian
MANUSHAG “NUSH” POWELL
Chair and Professor of English, Arizona State
University

Members-at-Large
BARBARA ABRAMS
Professor of French & Women & Gender
Studies. Suffolk University

BRIAN COWAN
Associate Professor of History, McGill
University

EMILY FRIEDMAN
Associate Professor of English, Auburn
University

MEGHAN ROBERTS
Associate Professor of History, Bowdoin
College

OLIVIA SABEE
Associate Professor of Dance, Swarthmore
College

KAREN STOLLEY
Professor of Spanish, Emory University

1
Image: Le Carceri  d' Invenzione, plate VII ,  "The Drawbridge."  Giovanni Battista Piranesi ,  1761 .  Etching print.
(54.8 cm x 41 .5 cm) Princeton University Art Museum, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=43465958

https://asecs.org/about/bylaws-referendum/
https://asecs.org/about/bylaws-referendum/
https://asecs.org/about/documents/
https://asecs.org/about/documents/


BYLAWS REFERENDUM
57% VOTER TURNOUT

+97% IN FAVOR
________________
=100% SUCCESS!

NO. 187

2

extraordinary support.  The Task
Force’s work involved consultations
with numerous ASECS members and
Caucus chairs to brainstorm ways to
foster a culture of inclusion and
belonging that builds on and moves
beyond the l i fe of the mind. I  am
grateful to each and every member
who offered feedback on the work in
progress and to al l  Task Force
members for their important work.  

While we were thinking about what
to change and what to keep in
ASECS’ Bylaws,  I  became particularly
interested in learning how the old
Constitution and Bylaws came into
being and what version of
multidisciplinarity they aff irmed. I
read early minutes and documents
that revealed that the intellectual
exchange among scholars with
expertise in different f ields of 18th-
century studies was one of the main
motivations leading to the
establishment of ASECS. 

It  al l  started on December 29,  1968 in
the Hotel Americana in New York
City.  James Clifford (English) ,  Peter
Gay (History) ,  Lester Crocker
(French),  and Donald Greene
(English) – al l  US-based scholars of
the 18th century – convened a
meeting open to al l  individuals
interested in the formation of an
American Society for Eighteenth-
Century Studies.  The idea had
emerged some time earl ier ,  when
two energizing International
Congresses on the Enlightenment
organized by the Voltaire scholar
Theodore Besterman in Geneva
(1963) and in St .  Andrews (1967) ,  led
to the foundation of the
International Society for Eighteenth-
Century Studies ( ISECS).  Cl ifford,

 Gay,  Crocker,  and Greene were al l
ISECS members and wished to gauge
interest in the establishment of a
North American society that would
be similarly interdisciplinary and
affi l iated with ISECS. Their init iative
was successful :  over one hundred
individuals joined the meeting in
NYC and another one hundred or so
requested more information about
it .  

Greene brought to the conversation
the precedent of the recently formed
and very successful French society,
the Société Française d’Étude du
Dix‐huitième Siècle (SFEDS),  and
voiced his hope to see a similar

President’s Column Cont’d
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association in North America.  Very
few North American scholars were
able to actively participate in ISECS,
as attendance at the international
triennial  meetings was challenging
for most.  Cl ifford,  Gay,  Crocker,  and
Greene articulated a proposal for an
American Society for Eighteenth-
Century Studies with a central  off ice
that would keep a card f i le and
mail ing l ist  of members.  The off ice
would gather and disseminate news
about 18th-century events through a
quarterly newsletter to be published
in Eighteenth-Century Studies,
which at the time was based at the
University of California Davis .  This
“modest beginning” -  as they called
it -  would also include a short annual
meeting, possibly held jointly with
the Modern Language Association or
the American Historical  Association,
during which a few speakers would
present their work and necessary
business could be conducted.

The NYC assembly resolved that
Crocker,  Cl ifford,  Gay,  and Greene
would draft a constitution for ASECS.
Kurt Zomansky from the University
of Iowa urged that the constitution
provide for representation of a
variety of disciplines on the
Executive Committee.  How to
properly represent different
disciplines was a main discussion
topic during the fol low-up meeting
that took place on March 30,  1969.
The goal of this second meeting was
to discuss the constitution drafted
by Crocker,  Cl ifford,  Gay,  and Greene
and it  soon became clear that to
preserve the interdisciplinary nature
of the society,  the idea of meeting
jointly with MLA or AHA had to be
dropped. 

ASECS was incorporated in the
State of I l l inois on Dec.  2 ,  1969.  Its
Constitution established how
ASECS’ stated commitment to 
multidisciplinarity would work in
practice.  Two different articles
mandated that “no more than three
members of the Executive Board,
apart from the Secretary and
Treasurer,  shall  be special ists in the
same scholarly discipline” and that
the President,  the First Vice-
President,  and the Second Vice-
President shall  be special ists from
at least two different disciplines.”
What the disciplines should be
remained a debated issue through
the l i fe of ASECS. The most recent
Constitution,  approved in 2011 ( in
effect unti l  June 30,  2024),  l isted
five disciplinary categories:  A)
English and American language
and l iterature,  B) Languages and
Literatures other than English,  C)
Music,  Visual Arts,  and Performing
Arts,  D) History,  E) All  other
disciplines.

PRESIDENT PAOLA BERTUCCI AT THE 54TH ANNUAL
MEETING IN TORONTO

IMAGE CREDIT:  PINPOINT PHOTOGRAPHY
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The Task Force’s conversations with
ASECS members resolutely
indicated that these f ive categories
no longer represented how the f ield
of 18th-century studies has evolved.
When we asked members to l ist
their own scholarly f ield/s (or f ield/s
of interest) ,  we ended up with a very
long l ist  of over 30 entries.  It  was
clear that we couldn’t simply
replace the f ive old categories with
new ones.  We began thinking more
creatively about multidisciplinarity
and how to address the challenge of
evolving areas of intellectual
inquiry.

The f irst issue we considered is that
most members work in areas that
are more specif ic and more
interdisciplinary than their
departmental aff i l iation may
indicate (think,  for example,  of
disabil ity studies,  environmental
studies,  race and empire,  trans and
queer studies,  etc.) .  At the same
time, we wanted to make sure that
the Board,  the presidential  l ine,  and
the various committees would
always reflect the variety of
l inguistic and geographic expertise
that characterizes ASECS. In
addition,  and very importantly,  we
wanted to include in our thinking
about representation ASECS
members who work in l ibraries or
archives,  those who work in
museums or schools,  and those who
are just interested in the time
period.  

Our solution was to get r id of the
disciplinary categories altogether
and to focus on other mechanisms
to guarantee representation.  This
radical measure would also take
care of the delicate issue of whose

task it  should be to al locate a
member to a specif ic category.  We
went back to the founding
commitment to intellectual
diversity that has remained in the
Constitution since ASECS’ early
days.  We restated it  in terms of
members’  diversity in l inguistic,
geographic,  and f ield expertise.  

The new Bylaws aff irm that both
the Executive Board and the
presidential  l ine “wil l  reflect ASECS’
commitment to diversity among its
members,  as well  as geographical ,
l inguistic,  and scholarly expertise.
This is  one of the most
consequential  changes in the new
Bylaws,  together with the inclusion
of a GECC representative on the
Board.  I  am thri l led that the vast
majority of members have agreed
with this new vision for the future
of ASECS. 

One f inal word.  This year we wil l
gather virtually for our 55th Annual
Meeting over two weekends at the
end of March and beginning of
Apri l .  I  hope that many of you wil l
participate.  The virtual meeting is
an opportunity to try new ways to
be together and learn from one
another.  Members who cannot
easily travel wil l  be able to join the
meeting from their off ices,  homes,
or even their backyards.  Your
presence is important.  You wil l  be
hearing more about the many
exciting features of the virtual
meeting in the coming weeks and
months.  But please make a
resolution to attend. The Annual
Meeting is a vital  part of ASECS’ l i fe
and its main raison d’  être.  

4 President’s Column Cont’d



“ Infrastructure :  A Useful  Anachronism?”
David Alf f ,  Jo  Guldi
pp.  1 -9
 
“Sett ler  Colonia l i sm and Infrastructural
Decay :  A Histor ica l  Perspect ive”
Soi le  Yl ivuori
pp .  1 1 - 18
 
“More-than-Human Canals ”
Fredrik  Albritton Jonsson
pp.  19-24

 

“Moral  Economy,  Mixed Economy,  and
the  Biohazardous  Shaping of  Health
Infrastructure  in  Eighteenth-Century
London”
Kevin Siena
pp.  25-32

“A Tale  of  Two Maps :  Archaeologica l
Considerat ion of  Two Danish  Colonia l
Enclaves  During the  Long Eighteenth
Century”
Mark W.  Hauser
pp.  33-42

“Infrastructure ,  Modernity ,  and
Periodizat ion”
Danie l  Nemser
pp.  43-48

“Google ,  Olaudah Equiano,  and the
Infrastructure  of  Empire”
Kevin MacDonnel l
pp .  49-56

“Histor ica l  Geographies  of  Large
Infrastructure  in  the  Long Eighteenth
Century :  The Case  of  Water  in
Brita in”
Carry  van Lieshout
pp.  57-62

“Danie l  Defoe ,  England ' s  Roads ,  and
the  Pol i t ics  of  Movement”
Michael  Brown
pp.  63-79
 
“Rot  in  Ja i l :  Penal  Infrastructure
before  1800”
Cass  Turner
pp.  81-99

“Samuel  Johnson,  Infrastructure ,  and
the  Spir i t  of  Progress ”
Nicholas  Hudson
pp.  101-116

EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY STUDIES
TABLE OF CONTENTS

VOLUME 58,  NUMBER 1 ,  FALL 2024

DID YOU KNOW?
EVERY TIME YOU CLICK ON A TITLE IN ASECS JOURNALS IN THE PROJECT

MUSE PORTAL FOR EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY STUDIES  AND STUDIES IN
EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY CULTURE,  YOU HELP GENERATE REVENUE FOR OUR
JOURNALS AND FOR YEAR-ROUND PROGRAMMING! LINK ARTICLES IN YOUR

SYLLABUS TO MUSE TO SUPPORT ASECS. 
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Thank you for an amazing ASECS year.
Your t ireless work to support the
study of the eighteenth century is
exciting,  moving, and necessary -
now, more than ever. 

The “$18 for the 18th Century”  Giving
Tuesday campaign asked you to
consider what your $18 could do -
whether a one-time donation,  or a
year of monthly donations.  Thank you
to everyone who participated. ASECS
raised approx.  $4,000 in donations
and pledges in just over 24 hours.  

Annual donations totaled over
$19,000  this year.  Year-round member
support -  whether $5,  $18,  or $5,000 -
helps ensure that ASECS is here for
you year-round! 
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Executive Director’s Column
BENITA BLESSING

“The Non-Tenure  Track
Faculty  Fund  supported my
travel  to  attend and present
a  piece  of  my in-progress
book manuscr ipt  at  the  2024
conference  in  Toronto .  As
an adjunct/contingent
faculty  member ,  I  would
not  have  been able  to  af ford
to attend the  meet ing ,
present  my work,  and
interact  and network with
the  ASECS scholar ly
community  without
f inancia l  support . ”  

Ross  M.  Nederve l t ,  Ph .D . ,
Adjunct  Pro fe s sor  o f  Hi s tory ,
F lor ida  Internat iona l
Univer s i ty
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Do you have a story about an award that made a
difference? Drop me a l ine at director@asecs.org! 

It ’s so easy to make
a difference

 Donate via 

PayPal

or via our

JHUP
Donation

Portal!

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=2R72QG5ST8DKA
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=2R72QG5ST8DKA
https://asecs.org/donate/
https://asecs.org/donate/
https://asecs.org/donate/


ASECS Membership will  vote on the following Executive Board
positions: 

Second Vice President
2 Members-at-Large

Terms begin on 1  July 2025.  Members-at-Large serve 3 years;  the
Second Vice President is presumed to subsequently serve as

First Vice President,  President,  and then Past President.  

Go to the Elections page for more information .
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EXECUTIVE BOARD NOMINEES

2ND VICE PRESIDENT: 
DREW DAVIES (CATEGORY C)
AMY FREUND (CATEGORY C)

MEMBER AT LARGE 1:  
AL COPPOLA (CATEGORY A)

JASON SHAFFER (CATEGORY C)

MEMBER AT LARGE 2: 
ROBERT PAULETT (CATEGORY D)
CHLOE NORTHOP (CATEGORY D)

Jan. 30,  2024: Deadline for nomination by petit ion (cf .
Constitutional Article VII ,  Sections 3,  4,  and 5;  Bylaw 7b)
Feb. 14-28,  2025:  Election period via electronic ballot ,  sent
via email  to current (dues paid) members only

https://asecs.org/about/elections/
https://asecs.org/about/governance/
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Parliamentarian’s Corner
Nush Powell

“Why I  Became a Parl iamentarian”
or

“How I Learned to  Stop Worrying and Love the Code”

Hanlon’s Razor is the adage, “Never attribute to malice that which is
adequately explained by stupidity.”  This was a mantra of mine for many
years,  but after decades in shared governance and academic service,  I
f ind myself  more on the side of Grey’s Law, which states that any
sufficiently advanced incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.[1]
I  was radicalized by the CIA’s now-unclassif ied Simple Sabotage Field
Manual (1944),  which has tips not only on building simple inflammatory
devices,  but also on how to sabotage things bureaucratically—and the
practices that it  recommends to prevent work from being done are
quite commonly encountered in our everyday work.

Do any of these sound famil iar to you? 

In Chapter 5:  “Specif ic Suggestions for Simple Sabotage,”  Section 11 :
General Interference with Organizations and Production:

·  

 

#3:  WHEN POSSIBLE, REFER ALL MATTERS TO
COMMITTEES ,  FOR “FURTHER STUDY AND

CONSIDERATION.” ATTEMPT TO MAKE THE COMMITTEE
AS LARGE AS POSSIBLE—NEVER LESS THAN FIVE.

 #4: BRING UP IRRELEVANT ISSUES  AS FREQUENTLY
AS POSSIBLE.

#5:  HAGGLE OVER PRECISE WORDINGS OF
COMMUNICATIONS ,  MINUTES, RESOLUTIONS.

#6: REFER BACK TO MATTERS DECIDED UPON AT THE
LAST MEETING AND ATTEMPT TO RE-OPEN THE

QUESTION OF THE ADVISABILITY OF THAT DECISION.
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I  have absolutely seen every one of these things happen too many times to
count.  And in the vast majority of cases,  they were employed by truly good
actors without an ounce of malice in them. 



Grey’s Law tel ls us that bad committee work is indistinguishable in effect
from malicious committee work.  The question before us now: 

Friends:  with rel iance upon parl iamentary practice.  “Parl iamentary law is
the code of rules and ethics for working together in groups,”  says one
authority—rules help us do our work.[2]  “[P]arl iamentary procedure is not
some arcane exercise.  It  is  simply a common sense system designed to help
groups of people make democratic decisions about matters of common
interest.”[3]

Going a l itt le more formal may feel uncollegial  at f irst ,  but it  need not be—
and it  can be really helpful .  Use the rules at the beginning to build trust,
and then you’l l  have the leeway to be f lexible and creative later on.  And if
you’re not sue how to do that,  ask your fr iendly ASECS parl iamentarian.

[1 ]The origins of Grey’s Law are obscure,  but it ’s  obviously a r i ff  on Arthur C.  Clarke’s third law, that any
sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic.  (See “Hazards of Prophecy:  The Failure
of Imagination” (1973) . )
[2]American Institution of Parl iamentarians Standard Code of Parl iamentary Procedure,  2nd edition (AIP,
2023) ,  10.  
[3]  Hugh Cannon, Cannon’s Concise Guide to Rules of Order (Houghton Miff l in,  2001) ,  xx.

HOW DO WE BUILD UP OUR
GROUPS AND COMMITTEES
SO THAT THEY DON’T LOOK

LIKE A CIA OP?
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9 Parliamentarian cont’d

ASECS PARLIAMENTARIAN NUSH POWELL
WANTS TO HELP YOU RUN AN EFFICIENT

MEETING! 

Want to know more? Make sure you stop
by the “Parl iamentarians Run Better
Meetings” info session at the Annual

Meeting next Spring!

Meanwhile,  she recommends l istening to
this fun episode of the Grammar Girl :
“The language of meetings,  with Jim

Slaughter”

https://grammar-girl.simplecast.com/episodes/slaughter-UiHby7T9
https://grammar-girl.simplecast.com/episodes/slaughter-UiHby7T9
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UPCOMING IN 2025!
 ASECS’ 55th Annual Meeting, to be held virtually on
March 28-29 and Apri l  4-5,  2025,  11am-4:30pmET. 

Sessions wil l  be held via our new submissions platform
Stova.  
Marisa Fuentes (Rutgers University)  wil l  deliver the
Clifford Lecture
There’s so much to do -  great panels and roundtables,
mentoring opportunities,  l ive theater,  and more!

Curious about Committees? Fi l l  out a Volunteer Form! 

Our new Bylaws go into effect July 1 ,  2025.  Read a
summary of changes on our the Bylaws Referendum page!

Restorat ion :  S tudie s  in  L i t erature  and  Cul ture
announces  our  part ic ipat ion in  Project  MUSE’s
Subscr ibe  to  Open (S2O) project .  We wi l l  jo in
this  open-access  model  beginning in  2025 .  We
welcome your  submiss ions  to  Restorat ion .  

The editors  welcome submiss ions  of  scholar ly  and
crit ica l  essays  on any subject .  Restorat ion i s  open
to a l l  cr i t ica l  and scholar ly  approaches  that  lead
to ins ights  into  l i terature ,  culture ,  and re lated
areas .  For  purposes  of  submiss ion,  we understand
the Restorat ion per iod as  wide  (cosmopol i tan
connect ions ;  colonia l  projects ;  imperia l
ambit ions) ,  long (we have  publ i shed essays  on
topics  that  included ear ly  modern and e ighteenth-
century  topics) ,  and deep (aesthet ics ,  pol i t ics ,
and cultura l  formations  that  continue to  shape
our  world) .  Each i s sue  includes  peer-reviewed
essays ,  book reviews ,  and “Some Current
Publ icat ions , ”  an annotated bibl iography of
recent  scholarship .  For  submiss ion guidel ines ,
p lease  v i s i t  our  website .

https://asecs.org/meetings/asecs-2025-annual-meeting/
https://asecs.org/community/volunteer/
https://asecs.org/about/bylaws-referendum/
https://english.umd.edu/research-innovation/publications/restoration-journal
https://blog.umd.edu/restorationstudiesjournal/


Hosted by the International Society
for 18th Century-Studies and the
University of Barcelona,  the theme
of this year’s Seminar for Early
Career Scholars was “Diasporas in
the Long 18th Century.”  By placing
in conversation both emerging and
established special ists working in a
variety of languages,  disciplines and
cultural  contexts,  the seminar
became a laboratory for rethinking
diasporic networks and encounters
in the Age of Reason. Thomas
O’Connor f irst drew its crit ical
parameters by emphasizing the
historically circumscribed character
of diasporic identities in the early
modern era in his keynote address.
Subsequently,  the seminar’s
established scholars collectively
created an at once challenging and
nurturing intellectual environment
through their research
presentations on the circulation of
texts (John Stone & Nicolás Bas) and
on the mobil ity of diasporic
communities and actors in the
Iberian Peninsula (Thomas
O’Connor) and the Indian Ocean
World (Ananya Kabir) .  Just as  
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signif icant,  the seminar’s emerging
scholars paved new avenues of
scholarship.  By demonstrating how
ethnic (Haruka Mise & Heena
Goswami) and rel igious minorit ies
(Tomasz Jędrzejewski & Eros Calcara) ,
women (Susannah McDaniel) ,
enlightened thinkers (Dario Galvão &
Damiano Bardell i )  and colonial  el ites
(Carlos Olano, Luis Ramos & Iker
Echeberria)  reshaped their host
culture in both subtle and overt ways,
we found ferti le common ground and
unexpected connections between
each other’s work.  One of the
hallmarks of the seminar was its
polyglot intellectual environment.  By
presenting our research and
engaging each other in multiple
languages,  seamlessly shift ing
between Spanish,  Ital ian,  French and
English,  the seminar itself  served as a
reminder of the cosmopolitan spirit  of
the Enlightenment.  Finally ,  John
Stone ( its convenor and a diasporic
subject himself) ,  gave us an insider’s
perspective on the wealth of archival
and bibliographic sources that the
University of Barcelona and the
National Library offer scholars of the
global eighteenth century through
carefully tai lored visits .  

International Society for 18th-
Century Studies (ISECS) Early
Career Scholars Seminar Report
by Luis  Ramos,  New York University
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SEARCH ANNOUNCEMENT: BOOK REVIEW EDITOR

Disability Studies Caucus, est.  2013
Co-chairs :  Paul Kelleher,
pkelleh@emory.edu & Lesl ie Thulin,
lthulin@g.ucla.edu

Sponsored sessions at ASECS 2025:
Disabil ity and the Environment
(sponsored by the Disabil ity Studies
Caucus) [ ID 55]
RT:  Disabil ity and the Practices of Care
(sponsored by the Disabil ity Studies
Caucus)
[ID 56]

Digital Humanities Caucus
Co-chairs :  Kelly Plante,  Wayne State
University and Karenza Sutton-Bennett,
University of Ottawa,
asecsdh@gmail .com 

Sponsored session at ASECS 2025:
SpS Digital  Personography:  A Hands-on
Workshop/Edit-a-thon [Workshop]
(sponsored by the Digital  Humanities
Caucus) [ ID 92]

Graduate Student and Early Career
Scholars Caucus (GECC)

Co-chairs :  Taylin Nelson and Shruti  Jain
https://asecsgradcaucus.wordpress.com/

Sponsored sessions ASECS 2025:  
The Diasporic Eighteenth-Century
(sponsored by the Graduate Student and
Early Career Scholars Caucus,  GECC) [ ID
43]
Eighteenth-Century Cats [ ID 68]

Italian Studies Caucus
Chair :  Irene Zanini-Cordi
Ital ian Studies Mail ing List Form

Sponsored sessions ASECS 2025:  
Africans and Africa in Italy (sponsored
by the Ital ian Studies Caucus) [ ID 51]
RT:  25 Years of Ital ian Eighteenth-
Century Women and Gender Studies
(sponsored by the Ital ian Studies
Caucus) [ ID 52]

Irish Studies Caucus
Chair :  Scott Breuninger,
breuningersc@vcu.edu

Sponsored sessions at ASECS 2025:
RT: Moving to the “Dark Side?”
Transitioning from Academics to
Administration (sponsored by the Ir ish
Studies Caucus) [ ID 58]

New Lights Forum
Co-chairs :  Jennifer Vanderheyden,
jennifer .vanderheyden@marquette.edu;
and Adam Schoene,
adam.schoene@mail .mcgil l .ca 

Sponsored sessions at ASECS 2025:
Artif icial  Intell igence:  How Could its Use
Enlighten, Enhance or Negatively Affect
our Disciplines? (sponsored by the New
Lights Forum) [ID 159]
RT:  Law and Language (New Lights
Forum) [160]

Pedagogy Caucus
Chair :  Linda Troost,  Washington and
Jefferson College
Pedagogy Caucus Mail ing List Form

Sponsored session ASECS 2025:
RT: Teaching the Eighteenth Century
with AI (sponsored by the Pedagogy
Caucus) [ ID 115]

Queer and Trans Caucus
Co-chairs :  Shelby L.  Johnson
(shelby. l . johnson@okstate.edu) and S.
Yarberry (n5t3r3@u.northwestern.edu)
Queer and Trans Caucus Mail ing List
Form

Sponsored sessions ASECS 2025:
RT: A History of Our Own: Stories from
ASECS’s Queer and Trans Caucus
(sponsored by the Queer and Trans
Caucus) [ ID 64]
Transing the Transatlantic (sponsored
by the Queer and Trans Caucus) [ ID 73]

JOIN AN ASECS CAUCUS!
Interdisciplinary communities are a great way to meet

colleagues who care about your interests.  Join a mail ing l ist
( information below),  and stop by many the Caucus-sponsored

sessions at ASECS 2025.  Everyone is welcome!

mailto:pkelleh@emory.edu
mailto:lthulin@g.ucla.edu
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#DisabilityEnvironment55
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#DisabilityEnvironment55
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#DisabilityEnvironment55
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTDisabilityCare56
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTDisabilityCare56
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTDisabilityCare56
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTDisabilityCare56
mailto:asecsdh@gmail.com
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#SpSDigPers92
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#SpSDigPers92
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#SpSDigPers92
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#SpSDigPers92
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeF3PnQx44-OyOjC4HzOSgbrGoMFHcRHWu8FF98D1LtXRhf9A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Africans51
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Africans51
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Years52
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Years52
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Years52
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Years52
mailto:breuningersc@vcu.edu
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Darkside58
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Darkside58
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Darkside58
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Darkside58
mailto:jennifer.vanderheyden@marquette.edu
mailto:adam.schoene@gmail.com
mailto:adam.schoene@gmail.com
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#ArtIntel159
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#ArtIntel159
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#ArtIntel159
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#ArtIntel159
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#LawLang160
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#LawLang160
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd64TawGm24Red--_RfQYO72eo0-fFigYrg5I38ER5CxOpxaQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTTeachingAI115
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTTeachingAI115
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTTeachingAI115
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-9o1WXLt4uuLEAbJ4NlRoQfEFG8ET_jmJ5rz_JzLXW-IQMA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-9o1WXLt4uuLEAbJ4NlRoQfEFG8ET_jmJ5rz_JzLXW-IQMA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#HistoryOwn64
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#HistoryOwn64
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#HistoryOwn64
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#HistoryOwn64
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Transing73
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Transing73
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Race and Empire Caucus
Chair :  Jeremy Chow,
jhc034@bucknell .edu
Race and Empire Caucus Link

Sponsored sessions at ASECS 2025:
RT: South-South Connections in the
Eighteenth Century (sponsored by the
Race & Empire Caucus) [ ID 95]
RT:  South-South Connections in the
Eighteenth Century (sponsored by the
Race & Empire Caucus) [ ID 95]

Science Studies Caucus
Co-chairs :  Co-chairs :  Anita Guerrini  and
Helen Thompson
Science Studies Mail ing List Form

Sponsored sessions at ASECS 2025:
RT: Roy Porter and his Legacy (sponsored
by the Science Studies Caucus) [ ID 82]
Collections (sponsored by the Science
Studies Caucus) [ ID 80]

Society for Eighteenth-Century French
Studies (SECFS)/Société d’études
françaises du XVIIIe siècle
Co-chairs :  Masano Yamashita (President,
Masano.Yamashita@colorado.edu) and
Flora Champy (Vice President)
French Studies (SECFS) Mail ing List Form

Sponsored sessions at ASECS 2025:
France-Asia (sponsored by the Society for
Eighteenth-Century French
Studies/Société d’études françaises du
XVIIIe siècle [SECFS])  [ ID:  69]
RT:  Saisir  le moment:  Performance,
Orality,  and Composition in the
Eighteenth-Century Francosphere
(sponsored by the Society for
Eighteenth-Century French
Studies/Société d’études françaises du
XVIIIe siècle [SECFS])  [ ID 98]

Society for Eighteenth-Century
French Studies (SECFS)/Société
d’études françaises du XVIIIe siècle
Co-chairs :  Masano Yamashita
(President,
Masano.Yamashita@colorado.edu)
and Flora Champy (Vice President)
French Studies (SECFS) Mail ing List
Form

Sponsored sessions at ASECS 2025:
France-Asia (sponsored by the Society
for Eighteenth-Century French
Studies/Société d’études françaises
du XVIIIe siècle [SECFS])  [ ID:  69]
RT:  Saisir  le moment:  Performance,
Orality,  and Composition in the
Eighteenth-Century Francosphere
(sponsored by the Society for
Eighteenth-Century French
Studies/Société d’études françaises
du XVIIIe siècle [SECFS])  [ ID 98]

Theatre and Performance Caucus
 Co-chairs :  Angelina Del Balzo and
Francesca Saggini
asecstaps@gmail .com
(francesca.saggini@googlemail .com)
https://tapscaucus.weebly.com/

Sponsored sessions at ASECS 2025:
Screening and Streaming: What
Happens When Performance of the
Eighteenth Century Goes Virtual
(sponsored by the Theatre and
Performance Studies Caucus) [ ID 86]
Theorizing the Fan (sponsored by the
Theatre and Performance Studies
Caucus) [ ID 85]

Women’s Caucus
Co-chairs :  Misty Krueger and
Elizabeth Porter
http://www.asecswomenscaucus.com/

Sponsored sessions at ASECS 2025:
Data Feminism and Feminist Data
(sponsored by the Women’s Caucus)
[ID 84]
RT:  Feminist Praxis :  A Roundtable
Discussion on Connection and Care
(sponsored by the Women’s Caucus)
[ID 97]

Caucuses,  Cont’d  

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE
THE ASECS CAUCUSES PAGE

https://asecs.org/community/c
aucuses/

https://knit.ucsd.edu/asecsre/
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTConnections95
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTConnections95
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTConnections95
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfStnuTHYgIA81tKwg6JgJFKcDslpY1QL0wTTXIgQBhDW-N_A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RoyPorter82
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RoyPorter82
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RoyPorter82
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Smollett80
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Smollett80
mailto:Masano.Yamashita@colorado.edu
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxqJ6qE6Mu5l5GneMVdji2M9tSrZyss4We1J_FOye3fhyOlA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#FranceAsia69
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#FranceAsia69
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#FranceAsia69
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#FranceAsia69
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTSaisir98
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTSaisir98
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTSaisir98
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTSaisir98
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTSaisir98
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTSaisir98
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTSaisir98
mailto:Masano.Yamashita@colorado.edu
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxqJ6qE6Mu5l5GneMVdji2M9tSrZyss4We1J_FOye3fhyOlA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxqJ6qE6Mu5l5GneMVdji2M9tSrZyss4We1J_FOye3fhyOlA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#FranceAsia69
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#FranceAsia69
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#FranceAsia69
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#FranceAsia69
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTSaisir98
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTSaisir98
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTSaisir98
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTSaisir98
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTSaisir98
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTSaisir98
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#RTSaisir98
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Screening22
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Screening22
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Screening22
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Screening22
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Screening22
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Screening22
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#TheorizingFan21
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#TheorizingFan21
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#TheorizingFan21
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Screening22
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#DataFeminism20
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#DataFeminism20
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#DataFeminism20
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Bookmark3
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Bookmark3
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Bookmark3
https://asecs.org/sessions2025/#Bookmark3
https://asecs.org/community/caucuses/
https://asecs.org/community/caucuses/


Internationalism is no news to our
age. Around 1910,  scientists
endeavored to promote
international collaborations,
establishing the Foundation for
Internationalism, publishing
Review of Internationalism, and
even imagining a World Capital  for
international scientif ic institutions
to promote world peace.  Their
efforts lead to signif icant changes
in international polit ics after 1945.
The International Society for
Eighteenth-Century Studies,
established 1967,  emerged out of a
similar wave.  ASECS is proudly the
largest member society in this
international organization,
comprising roughly one quarter of
ISECS’s entire membership.
Attending this year’s Executive
Committee meeting as ASECS’s
delegate,  I  witnessed the
commitment of colleagues from
Europe, Asia,  and Latin America to 
the study of the eighteenth
century and their dedication to its
future.  In contrast to last year’s
meeting in Rome (2023) ,
concurrent with the conference
that drew a huge crowd including
many colleagues from the
US, this year’s meeting in
Maynooth, Ireland, was quieter and
more focused. An emphasis was
placed on f inancial  support for
Early Career Seminar as the f ield’s
investment in the future.
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Publication projects include one on
the history and research trends of
member societies as well  as one on
internationalism and eighteenth-
century studies,  to which six
American colleagues are
contributing chapters.  An archive of
ISECS is now established at Institut
et Musée Voltaire in Geneva,
Switzerland. 

International Society for 18th-Century
Studies (ISECS) Delegate Report

by Chunjie  Zhang,  UC Davis

Chunjie Zhang  is  associate
professor of German and aff i l iated
faculty in Comparative Literature,
Cultural  Studies,  East Asian Studies,
Crit ical  Theory,  Global Migration
Center,  and Religious Studies at the
University of California,  Davis .



Studies in Eighteenth-Century 
Call for Submissions: 

Volume 56, deadline August 15,  2025.

Studies in Eighteenth-century Culture  invites provocative and rigorous essays that
chart out new directions for research on the cultures of the long eighteenth
century,  including contributions to history,  l iterary history,  the history of visual art ,
theatre and performance studies,  musicology,  material  culture studies,  gender and
sexuality studies,  and the studies of race,  indigeneity,  and empire.  Essays from
under-represented areas of inquiry are particularly welcome.

Guidelines for Submission to Volume 56:

Revised versions of papers and roundtable remarks presented in any public venue
by a member of ASECS or of a learned society aff i l iated with ASECS or ISECS
between JULY 1 ,  2024 and JUNE 30,  2025 are el igible for consideration.  Single essay
submissions are typically between 5,000 and 10,000 words in length,  including
notes,  although we wil l  consider substantively revised contributions of other
lengths.  Submissions are normally in English and should fol low the 17th edition of
The Chicago Manual of Style.  Submissions wil l  be evaluated through blind peer
review. Authors are therefore asked to avoid identifying themselves,  and references
to one’s own scholarship should be made in the third person. SECC cannot consider
papers already submitted to other journals.  The deadline for submission is AUGUST
15,  2025.  Please send al l  inquiries and submissions to Editor-in-Chief George
Boulukos at SECC@asecs.org.
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Studies in Eighteenth-Century Culture is an interdisciplinary peer-reviewed
journal published annually for the American Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies (ASECS) by the Johns Hopkins University Press.  SECC publishes
revised versions of papers and roundtable remarks presented in any public
venue in the previous two years by a member of ASECS or of a learned
society aff i l iated with ASECS or ISECS. This includes papers given virtually
or online.  Digitized as part of Project Muse,  SECC is a membership benefit
of Patrons and Sponsoring Members of ASECS and is offered to all  members
at a discount.

DONATE TO SUPPORT YOUR SOCIETY

HTTPS://ASECS.ORG/DONATE/

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=2R72QG5ST8DKA
https://asecs.org/publications/studies-in-eighteenth-century-culture/
https://asecs.org/community/affiliates/
https://oraprdnt.uqtr.uquebec.ca/pls/public/gscw031?owa_no_site=304&owa_no_fiche=512&owa_bottin=
mailto:SECC@asecs.org
https://asecs.org/publications/studies-in-eighteenth-century-culture/
https://muse.jhu.edu/journal/378
https://asecs.org/donate/
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AFFILIATE AND REGIONAL SOCIETIES 

The American Antiquarian Society
https://www.americanantiquarian.org

Upcoming Programs and Events:
https://www.americanantiquarian.org/program
s-events/calendar-events

The Bibliographical Society of America
https://www.bibsocamer.org/

Upcoming Annual Meeting: 1/24/2025.  New
York.  

Sponsored Session at ASECS 2025:  “Textual
Temporalit ies:  Bibliographic Time in the
Eighteenth Century”

Burney Society NA: Celebrating the Life and
Works of Frances Burney and Her Family
https://burney-society.org/

The Burney Society NA’s website is moving!
Check out their new site at :  Burney Society NA. 

Burney Society (NA) 2025 Conference Call  for
Papers:  “The Burneys:  Crossroads,  Revolutions,
and Transformations,  New Brunswick,  New
Jersey,  June 12-13,  2025.  Proposals due:
01/15/2025

Sponsored Session at ASECS 2025:  “Burneys
and Dis/abil ity”

Canadian Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies
https://www.csecs.ca/en/ Upcoming
Conference:  October 15-18,  2025,  Regina,
Saskatchewan 

Upcoming Conference:  October 15-18,  2025,
Regina,  Saskatchewan

The Defoe Society
https://www.defoesociety.org/ 

The Eighth Biennial  Conference of the Defoe
Society,  “Discoveries and Improvements,  1660-
1740” Thursday,  July 3 – Saturday,  July 5,  2025
(Keele University,  Staffordshire,  U.K.) .  Paper
and Panel Proposals due 1/31/2025.  

Sponsored Session at ASECS 2025:  “Virtual
Defoe”

Deutsche Gesellschaft für die Erforschung
des 18. Jahrhunderts  
https://dgej .hab.de/ 

Sponsored Session at ASECS 2025
Conference:  “The Art of Balance:  Concepts of
Equality and Democracy in Art and Visual
Culture of the long 18th Century” 

East Central/American Society for
Eighteenth Century Studies
http://www.ec-asecs.org/

Sponsored Session at ASECS 2025:  “Sea
Changes”

The Eighteenth-Century Scottish Studies
Society
https://ecsss.org/

Sponsored Session at ASECS 2025
Conference:  “Unsettl ing Scottish Studies”

The Eliza Haywood Society 
 http://el izahaywood.org/ 

Sponsored Roundtable at ASECS 2025:
“ 'Haywood Studies'  at a Quarter Century”

Historians of Eighteenth Century Art &
Architecture
https://enfi lade18thc.com/about/

Sponsored Session at ASECS 2025:  “Anne
Schroder New Scholars Session”

Ibero-American Society for Eighteenth-
Century Studies
https:// iasecs.org/

Sponsored Session at ASECS 2025:  “ ¡Basta ya!
Citizen Protest in the Iberian Atlantic and
Pacif ic Worlds”

The International Herder Society (IHS/IHG )
https://www.johann-gottfried-
herder.net/english/ihs_society.htm

Upcoming Conference:  “Herders Geography,”
20th Conference of the IHS – Toronto,  4.-9.
September 2025

https://burney-society.org/
https://ecsss.org/
http://elizahaywood.org/
https://enfilade18thc.com/about/
https://iasecs.org/
https://www.johann-gottfried-herder.net/english/ihs_society.htm
https://www.johann-gottfried-herder.net/english/ihs_society.htm
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The Mozart Society of America
https://www.mozartsocietyofamerica.org

Sponsored Session at the ASECS 2025:
“Mozart ’s Operas on the Global Stage”

North American British Music Studies
Association
https://nabmsa.org/

Upcoming Conference:  NAKS 2025 Biennial
Meeting, October 17-19,  2025,  Montréal ,
Québec,  Canada. Submission deadline:
February 1st ,  2025

North West Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies (NWSECS)

Sponsored Session at ASECS 2025:  “Novel
Humor and Humorous Novels”

The Rousseau Association
http://rousseauassociation.com/

Upcoming events:  The 24th RA Colloquium
on “Editing, Translating, Annotating
Rousseau/Rousseau as Editor,  Translator,
Annotator” “Éditer,  traduire,  annoter
Rousseau/Rousseau éditeur,  traducteur,
annotateur” under the direction of James
Swenson wil l  take place at Rutgers
University in New Brunswick,  New Jersey
from June 4-6,  2025.

Sponsored Session at ASECS 2025:  “Rousseau
and the Imagination”

The Society of Early Americanists
https://www.societyofearlyamericanists.org/

The Fourteenth Biennial  Conference of the
Society of Early Americanists wil l  convene on
the campus of the University of Notre Dame,
5-8 June 2025.

Sponsored Session at ASECS 2025:  “Land as
Method”

The Society for the History of Authorship,
Reading, and Publishing
https://sharpweb.org/

Sponsored Roundtable at ASECS 2025:
“Examining the ‘Publisher Function’  in the
Long Eighteenth Century”

The South Central Society for Eighteenth-
Century Studies
https://www.scsecs.net/

Upcoming Conference:  "Lost and Found in
the Eighteenth Century."  February 6-8,  2025,
Dallas TX.

Sponsored Session at ASECS 2025:  “Gifts
from Flowers:  Pollen,  Fruit ,  Honey,
Vegetables,  Bouquets,  Ceremonies,  and
More”

The Southeastern American Society for
Eighteenth-Century Studies
https://www.seasecs.org/

Upcoming Conference:  51st Annual
Southeastern American Society for
Eighteenth-Century Studies Annual Meeting,
“The Past is  Sti l l  Present:  Reclaiming the
Eighteenth Century”February 6-8,  2025,
Savannah, Georgia

Sponsored Roundtable at ASECS 2025:
“Regional 18th-Century Societies:  Best
Practices for Sustainabil ity and Success”

Western Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies (WSECS)
http://www.wsecs.org/

Upcoming Conference:  “The Unwritten Word:
Alternative Texts,  Epistemologies &
Ontologies”Friday,  February 14 to Saturday,
February 15,  University of Colorado Colorado
Springs

Sponsored Roundtable at ASECS 2025:
“Eighteenth-Century Futures”

17 Affi l iate and Regional ,  Cont’d

DO YOU HAVE AFFILIATE
SOCIETY NEWS TO SHARE?

EMAIL US!
ASECSOFFICE@ASECS.ORG

http://rousseauassociation.com/
https://www.societyofearlyamericanists.org/
https://sharpweb.org/
https://www.seasecs.org/
http://www.wsecs.org/
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