
Past President’s Column
LISA A. FREEMAN 
University of Illinois Chicago

I sat down to write this final news circular
column on the eve of my last day as
President, with a view towards taking stock
of the last year and all that we have
accomplished as a Society.  For many of us,
it has been a very challenging time; and the
conflicts that have roiled the world continue
to trouble us and cause distress and
outrage from any number of perspectives.  I
don't have any wisdom to impart on those
fronts; I wish I did.  But I can share with you
the motto I have always tried to abide by in
my own life, an adapted version of the
Hippocratic oath:  do no harm, and try to do
a little bit of good in the world along the
way.  Guided by this ethos, I entered into
my service on the ASECS Executive Board,
and in particular my term as President, with
the goal of doing some good for the Society
and, when I stepped down from that office,
leaving ASECS in even better shape than I
had found it.  Certainly, I had some big
shoes to fill, following in the footsteps of our
highly esteemed colleagues, Rebecca
Messbarger and Wendy Wassyng Roworth,
who together set our Society on a path
towards revitalization and reinvigoration in
the wake of both a global pandemic and 
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challenging years about the future of
scholarly societies in general and the
direction of ours in particular .
     I  am happy to report that ASECS
has taken some major steps forward
and accomplished a great deal over
the last year,  in large part due to the
dedication,  commitment,  care,  and
generosity of so many of our fel low
members and colleagues.  Most
signif icant among those
accomplishments is a thoroughgoing
revision of our Bylaws,  their approval
by the Executive Board,  and their
upcoming presentation to the
membership for a vote.  This was one
of our major goals for the year,  and
its attainment was made possible by
the incredible teamwork of Bylaws
Task Force co-chairs ,  (then) 1st and
2nd Vice Presidents Paola Bertucci
and Misty Anderson, working in
partnership with our
Parl iamentarian,  Nush Powell ,  and
our Executive Director,  Benita
Blessing, along with the incredibly
gifted and thoughtful cohort of
colleagues who served as Bylaws
Task Force members:  Mark
Boonshoft ,  George Boulukos,  Jason
Farr ,  Jennifer Germann, Monica Anke
Hahn, Christy Pichichero,  and
Chunjie Zhang. Working across f ields
and aff i l iations,  these colleagues
took in the whole scope of ASECS, its
operations,  and its member
interests,  needs,  and aspirations,  and
formulated a capacious set of
bedrock principles that wil l  guide
and support ASECS, as an inclusive,
mission-driven, multidisciplinary
scholarly society dedicated to
engaging al l  things eighteenth
century in the twenty-first century.  It
is  an accomplishment and 

achievement of which we can al l  be
tremendously proud. I  know I  am,
and I  encourage al l  of  you not just to
cast your vote but also to vote "yes"
as soon as the f irst ballot
notif ication is sent out on July 15.
     In addition to the completion of
our Bylaws revision,  ASECS also
made signif icant progress both in
clarifying old policies and
procedures and in formulating new
ones that wil l  provide for
transparent governance in the
conduct of ASECS business and
operations.  The Task Force was
additionally charged with reviewing
proposals for a number of new
committees,  including a Committee
on Awards,  a Career and Mentorship
Committee,  and a Membership
Committee,  al l  of  which we hope,
with Board approval in the coming
months,  wil l  be put in place along
with the implementation of the new
bylaws in July 2025.
     Other accomplishments of the
Board over the last year include the
passage of a new Policy on Public
Statements,  the appointment of a
new editor of SECC, and the
appointment of a new Treasurer (the
latter effective July 2025) .  Each one
of these accomplishments speaks to
the active engagement of our
membership and to the forward-
looking progress of our Society.  I
was especial ly pleased as well  with
the extraordinary success of our
Annual Meeting. The gathering in
Toronto was tremendous,  and the
presentation and performance by
poet M. NourbeSe Phil ip was a high
mark for so many of our members.
Just as signif icant,  however,  was the
chance to engage with colleagues,  
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Past President,  alongside President Paola
Bertucci ,  1st Vice President Misty
Anderson, Treasurer Joseph Bartolomeo,
Parl iamentarian Nush Powell ,  and our
Executive Director,  Benita Blessing, to
whom I am grateful for her partnership
and good humor throughout this very
productive year.  
     It  has been one of the greatest honors
of my career to serve as President of
ASECS. I  am grateful for the collegial ity
and support of our members and for al l  of
your many and varied contributions to this
l ively,  complicated endeavor we call
Eighteenth-Century Studies.  My l i fe as a
scholar has been greatly enriched by my
involvement with ASECS and most
importantly by al l  that I  have learned from
so many of you over these years.  I  look
forward to what is sti l l  to come, as we
continue to forge our shared commitment
to humanities research and teaching and
to the thriving community of scholars and
teachers that is the very heart of ASECS.

LISA A.  FREEMAN
Past President

as they presented new
scholarship and new ideas and
techniques for teaching across
any number of f ields and
panels.  The immense fel low
feeling and camaraderie on
display throughout the
conference,  along with the
intense commitment to
research, teaching, and
professionalism across the
humanities wil l  carry over into
our Virtual Conference next
year,  at which you can expect
all  kinds of innovative,
interactive,  and dynamic
programming. Our program
committee,  along with our
Executive Board and Executive
Director are already deep into
the planning; and we welcome
suggestions from you for
different types of sessions that
wil l  leverage the modality and
maximize the medium. 
     I  want to express my
gratitude to al l  of  my fel low
Executive Board members for
their service:  Wendy Wassyng
Roworth as Past President,
Romita Ray and Ourida
Mostefai ,  who have completed
their terms as representative
members-at-large,  as well  as
continuing members-at-large
Barbara Abrams, Emily
Friedman, Meghan Roberts,
and Karen Stolley;  and to
welcome new members-at-
large Brian Cowan and Olivia
Sabee as well  as incoming 2nd
Vice President Elena Deanda-
Camacho. I  look forward to
serving with you next year as

PRESIDENT LISA A.  FREEMAN DELIVERING THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS AT THE 54TH ANNAUL
MEETING IN TORONTO. IMAGE CREDIT:  PINPOINT PHOTOGRAPHY



What an amazing ASECS year it  has
been! Consider just the fol lowing:

Toronto Annual Meeting 2024
700 attendees
$10,000+ in donations in just 72
hours via new QR donation codes
Over 250 people attended M.
NourbeSe Phil ip’s reading of
Zong! ,  organized by Program
Chair Daniel  O’Quinn 

Proposed Bylaws Revisions :  ASECS
members wil l  vote on new Bylaws
July 15-Oct.  10,  2024
Policy on Statements:  ASECS now
has clear guidelines for making and
signing onto statements
George Boulukos  appointed Editor
of Studies in Eighteenth-Century
Culture  
Michael Lynn       

Membership dues  have been
simplif ied;  some categories saw a
sl ight rate increase,  but graduate
students members sti l l  pay just $45
Two new endowed awards:  The
George E. Haggerty Prize in
LGBTQ+ Studies in Eighteenth-
Century Scholarship  and the
ASECS/Ibero-American Studies in
Eighteenth-Century Studies  awards
ASECS in Oregon:  The Business
Office has an off icial  home in
Oregon. Wil l  you be in the area? Let
me know!
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There’s so much to look forward to
this year,  too!

The Virtual Annual Meeting  wil l
take place March 28-29 and Apri l
4-5,  2025.  

You’l l  f ind the Call for
Proposals  and other key
information on our Annual
Meeting page. 
New this year!  ASECS has a new
submissions system  for the
2025 Annual Meeting
Marisa Fuentes  (Rutgers
University)  wil l  deliver the
Clifford Lecture

Nominations  for the 2025-2026
Executive Board have begun.
Propose someone (or nominate
yourself ! )

If  I  could ask one thing from you
this summer,  it  would be to make
sure you vote on the proposed new
Bylaws – help ensure that ASECS’
governance structures broaden the
definition of f ields of scholarship,
promote more inclusivity,  and
provide representation for graduate
students and early career scholars on
the Executive Board.

I  am so grateful to al l  of  you for your
commitment to the society,  your
passion for the f ield,  and your
engagement with the ofttimes
overwhelming challenges that face
humanities scholars today.  Thank you
for al l  you do!

Execitive Director’s Column
BENITA BLESSING

ANNUAL BUSINESS
MEETING AT THE

54TH ANNUAL
MEETINGIN

TORONTO. IMAGE
CREDIT:  PINPOINT

PHOTOGRAPHY

(pictured at
right) appointed
New Treasurer
(to begin July 1 ,
2025)

https://www.nourbese.com/poetry/zong-3/
https://asecs.org/about/policies/
https://asecs.org/membership/join/
https://asecs.org/resources/awards-grants-fellowships/george-e-haggerty/
https://asecs.org/resources/awards-grants-fellowships/george-e-haggerty/
https://asecs.org/resources/awards-grants-fellowships/george-e-haggerty/
https://asecs.org/meetings/asecs-2025-annual-meeting/
https://asecs.org/meetings/asecs-2025-annual-meeting/
https://asecs.org/about/elections/
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WHEN?

WHAT?
ASECS membership wil l  vote on whether to pass
revised Bylaws,  as reviewed and approved by the
Executive Board and legal counsel .

WHY?

WHO?

These changes broaden the definition of f ields of
scholarship,  promote more inclusivity,  and
provide representation for graduate students
and early career scholars on the Executive Board.

Click here to access a summary of the reasons
and types of changes we are voting on.

The voting period wil l  take place from July 15-
Oct. 10, 2024 ,  in accordance with our
Constitution and Bylaws (see Article X) .

HOW?

Only current (dues paid) ASECS members may
vote.

You can check the status of your membership by
logging in to your profi le,  as well  as make
changes to your profi le here:  Membership Profi le
or by email ing the Executive Director,  Benita
Blessing.

20% of current members must take part in the
vote for it  to be valid;  2/3 of voting members
must vote in favor of the new Bylaws for the
measure to pass.

Current members wil l  receive a ballot via email
from "director@asecs.org."  Check your spam
folder i f  you did not receive a ballot ,  or contact
the Executive Director for assistance.

VOTE! 
FOR YOUR NEW BYLAWS

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1940BZbyPm49g42l1nsDP8Tq4TngbBvIoZCFB5C2KOBU/edit#slide=id.gcb9a0b074_1_0
https://asecs.org/about/governance/
https://asecs.press.jhu.edu/membership/profile
mailto:director@asecs.org
mailto:director@asecs.org
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leadership,  and on public
engagement and humanistic
scholarship.  Winners of the ACLS
Open Access Book Prize were
announced, both of potential
interest to ASECS members:  Simon
P. Newman’s Freedom Seekers:
Escaping from Slavery in
Restoration London  and Elsie Paul ’s
As I  Remember It :  Teachings (Ɂɘms
taɁaw) from the Life of a Sl iammon
Elder .  The meeting concluded with
an inspiring speech from Professor
Ania Loomba (University of
Pennsylvania) ,  winner of the 2024
Charles Homer Haskins award. The
following l ink wil l  take you to the
ACLS website:  https://www.acls .org/
Recordings of some of the sessions,
including the Haskins lecture,  can
be found on the ACLS YouTube
channel!

ACLS Delegate’s Column
ELIZABETH KRAFT
Emerita, University of Georgia
The annual meeting of the ACLS
(American Council  of  Learned
Societies) convened in
Baltimore,  MD, May 2-4.  ASECS - a
member since 1976 -  is  one of 81
member societies  in the
organization,  which was
formed in 1919 in dedication to the
advancement of knowledge about
the human experience in
pursuit of a more just and inclusive
future.  Each year,  delegates meet to
discuss issues facing the
humanities and higher education.
Highlights from the 2024 annual
meeting included a f ireside
chat between Joy Connolly ,  ACLS
president,  and Ronald J.  Daniels ,
president of Johns Hopkins
University,  and sessions on the
collaboration of the humanities and
the sciences,  on academic

Restoration: Studies in Literature and Culture is looking for a
book review editor. We publish two issues per year, and are
hoping to include 3-4 book reviews and/or review essays per
issue. Book reviews are crucial to the continuing vitality of the
discipline. We invite letters of interest from scholars at any
career stage. Please send a message of inquiry and a CV to the
editors, Laura Rosenthal lrosent1@umd.edu and Erin Keating
Erin.Keating@umanitoba.ca. For best consideration, please
contact us no later than July 22, 2024.

SEARCH ANNOUNCEMENT: BOOK REVIEW EDITOR

https://www.acls.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LA3BvUbkfC8&list=PLtsRLfJE3LKfG24nx-eohQlK2ZcW7owzU&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LA3BvUbkfC8&list=PLtsRLfJE3LKfG24nx-eohQlK2ZcW7owzU&index=2
http://blog.umd.edu/restorationstudiesjournal/
mailto:lrosent1@umd.edu
mailto:Erin.Keating@umanitoba.ca


American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies
Session Proposals for the 55th Annual Meeting

Online, March 28-29 and April 4-5, 2025

The American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies (ASECS) is pleased to announce our
Call for Proposals for the 55th Annual Meeting, to be held virtually over two weekends:
March 28-29 and April 4-5, 2025. The Society, established in 1969, is the foremost learned
society in the United States for the study of all aspects of the period from the later
seventeenth through the early-nineteenth century. 

Round 2 (General Session Proposals) is now open for submissions to panels, roundtables.

ASECS is committed to fostering an inclusive and welcoming conference environment in
which all members participate fully in the exchange of knowledge and ideas. The society
welcomes scholars pursuing all aspects of eighteenth-century studies and in all careers
and career stages: in graduate studies; in tenured, tenure track, or non-tenure track
academic positions; in part-time or temporary positions in the academy; and colleagues
in contexts beyond the academy including libraries, museums, publishing, and teaching,
as well as independent scholars. Please join us whether you are a long-time member, or
new to ASECS!

Our call for submissions has 4 rounds:

Round 1, due June 10, 2024 : Call for guaranteed sessions by caucuses and affiliate
society chairs. 
Round 2, June 17-July 26: Open call for session proposals by chairs (panels,
roundtables, project sessions, special sessions). 
Round 3, Aug. 5- Sept. 13: Open call for individual abstracts to chairs’ sessions. 
Round 4, Sept. 23-28: Open call for individual papers to become part of sessions
(“rehoming” abstracts that were not accepted and inviting new individual papers).

Please join us whether you are a long-time member, or new to ASECS!

The 2025 Program Committee:
Daniel O’Quinn, chair (doquinn@uoguelph.ca)

Hilary Havens, Advisor for Accessibility, Disability, and Inclusion
Monica Hahn

Mary Bath Harris
Emily Pearson

Questions? Contact Executive Director Benita Blessing (director@asecs.org)!
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https://www.asecs.org/
https://www.asecs.org/
https://na.eventscloud.com/eSites/800587/Homepage
mailto:doquinn@uoguelph.ca
mailto:director@asecs.org


Editor-in-Chief of Studies in
Eighteenth-Century Culture:  George
Boulukos is Professor of English and
Affi l iate Faculty in the School of
Africana Studies at Southern I l l inois
University Carbondale.  Professor
Boulukos has been an active
member of ASECS since graduate
school ;  highlights include his work
with the Race and Empire Caucus
and the Bylaws Task Force.
     SECC Editors David Brewer and
Crystal  Lake wil l  be helping in the
hand-off  to Professor Boulukos,
whose term begins July 1 ,  2024.
Their vision for the journal has
helped establish it  as a respected
source of new and emerging
scholarship that,  thanks to SECC’s
inclusion in the Project Muse
portfol io,  reaches a broad and
diverse readership.  Please join the
Executive Board in thanking 
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Professors Brewer and Lake for their
contributions to ASECS and the f ield
of eighteenth-century studies.  
     The Executive Board also thanks
the SECC Search Committee (Karen
Stolley – chair ,  Benita Blessing, Craig
Hanson, and Ramesh Mall ipeddi)  for
their work,  and extends its
appreciation to the number of
qualif ied candidates eager to serve in
this role.

Congratulations to new SECC
Editor GEORGE BOULUKOS!

Call for Submissions: Studies in Eighteenth-Century Culture, Vol. 55
Deadline August 15, 2024.

For the next volume, Volume 55,  the journal invites provocative and rigorous
essays that chart out new directions for research on the cultures of the long
eighteenth century,  including contributions to history,  l iterary history,  the
history of visual art ,  theatre and performance studies,  musicology,  material
culture studies,  gender and sexuality studies,  and the studies of race,
indigeneity,  and empire.  Essays from under-represented areas of inquiry are
particularly welcome.

The journal is  committed to publishing not only individual essays,  but also
one or more “clusters” of contributions that stem from the same panel or 

GEORGE BOULUKOS, NEW SECC EDITOR

https://asecs.org/publications/studies-in-eighteenth-century-culture/
https://asecs.org/publications/studies-in-eighteenth-century-culture/
https://muse.jhu.edu/journal/378


roundtable (or ,  in the case of double or tr iple sessions on a shared topic,  the
same series of panels or roundtables) .  I f  you are a session chair interested in
pursuing this option,  please contact the editor soon after your conference
or other public event has concluded in order to confirm that your cluster is
of an appropriate scope and to determine the best length for the individual
contributions.

Guidelines for Submission to Volume 55

Revised versions of papers and roundtable remarks presented in any public
venue by a member of ASECS or of a learned society aff i l iated with ASECS or
ISECS between JULY 1 ,  2023 and JUNE 30,  2024 are el igible for
consideration.  Single essay submissions are typically between 5,000 and
10,000 words in length,  including notes,  although we wil l  consider
substantively revised contributions of other lengths.  Submissions are
normally in English and should fol low the 17th edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style.  Submissions wil l  be evaluated through blind peer review.
Authors are therefore asked to avoid identifying themselves,  and references
to one’s own scholarship should be made in the third person. SECC cannot
consider papers already submitted to other journals.  The deadline for
submission is AUGUST 15,  2024. Please send al l  inquiries and submissions to
Editor-in-Chief George Boulukos at SECC@asecs.org.
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Studies in Eighteenth-Century Culture is an interdisciplinary peer-reviewed
journal published annually for the American Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies (ASECS) by the Johns Hopkins University Press.  SECC publishes
revised versions of papers and roundtable remarks presented in any public
venue in the previous two years by a member of ASECS or of a learned
society aff i l iated with ASECS or ISECS. This includes papers given virtually
or online.  Digitized as part of Project Muse,  SECC is a membership benefit
of Patrons and Sponsoring Members of ASECS and is offered to all  members
at a discount.

DONATE TO SUPPORT YOUR SOCIETY

HTTPS://ASECS.ORG/DONATE/

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=2R72QG5ST8DKA
https://asecs.org/community/affiliates/
https://oraprdnt.uqtr.uquebec.ca/pls/public/gscw031?owa_no_site=304&owa_no_fiche=512&owa_bottin=
mailto:SECC@asecs.org
https://asecs.org/publications/studies-in-eighteenth-century-culture/
https://asecs.org/donate/


The ASECS Nominating Committee is accepting nominations
for the following Executive Board positions: 

Second Vice President
2 Members-at-Large

Terms begin on 1 July 2025. Members-at-Large serve 3
years; the Second Vice President is presumed to

subsequently serve as First Vice President, President,
and then Past President. 

Nominations will  be accepted through 1 October, 2024.
You can find more information and the nomination/self-

nomination form on the Elections page. 

Address questions to Nominating Committee Chair Yann
Robert (yrobert@uic.edu) or Executive Director Benita

Blessing (director@asecs.org).

Note that, in accordance with the disciplinary guidelines of
Bylaw 3, no nomination may come from category (b) for the

2025-2026 Board year. You can read the official details of
ASECS nominating procedures in the Constitution and Bylaws

on the Governance page.

Key for disciplinary categories (cf.  Bylaw 3):
(a) English and American Language and Literatures
(b) Languages and Literatures other than English and
American
(c) Music, Visual Arts,  and Performing Arts
(d) History
(e) All  Other Disciplines
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NOMINATIONS FOR EXECUTIVE
BOARD POSITIONS

https://asecs.org/about/elections/
https://asecs.org/about/governance/


Louis A. Gottschalk Prize: 

APRIL G. SHELFORD ,  A Caribbean
Enlightenment:  Intellectual Life in
the Brit ish and French Colonial
Worlds,  1750-1792 (Cambridge
University Press,  2023) 

Honorable Mention:  KATLYN
CARTER ,  Democracy in Darkness:
Secrecy and Transparency in the
Age of Revolutions (Yale University
Press,  2023) 

James L. Clifford Prize: 

LISA FORMAN CODY ,  “ ‘Marriage is
No Protection for Crime’ :  Coverture,
Sex,  and Marital  Rape in
Eighteenth- Century England,
published in Journal of Brit ish
Studies ,  61  

Honorable Mentions:  RAMESH
MALLIPEDDI ,  “Roads,  Bridges,  and
Ports:  Infrastructures of Plantation
Agriculture in the Brit ish
Caribbean, 1627-1840,”  IN The
Aesthetic Life of Infrastructure ,  and
NANA OSEI QUARSHIE ,  “Spiritual
Pawning: ‘Mad Slaves’  and Mental
Healing in Atlantic-Era West Africa”
which appeared in Comparative
Studies of Society and History ,  65.3.  

Srinivas Aravamudan Prize

THOMAS GLESENER and DANIEL
HERSHENZON,  "The Maghrib in
Europe: Royal Slaves and Islamic
Institutions in Eighteenth-Century
Spain,"  Past & Present  259.1  (May
2023):  77–116.

Non-tenure Track Fund

ERIK JOHNSON
LISE GASTON
ROSS NEDERVELT
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Theatre and Performance Studies
Graduate Student Paper Prize

CALLUM BLACKMORE ,  “Staging Paris ’s
Commercial  Revolution:  Capital ist Form
and the Merger of the Comédie-
Ital ienne and the Opéra-Comique
(1762)”

Traveling Jam Pot

HARVEY SHEPHERD
KEENAN BURTON
YIO KYUOUNG (ESTHER) KIM

Honorable Mentions:
HAMPTON SMITH
TAMMY HONG
CHRISTOPHER CATANESE
AUDREY RODRIGUEZ

Graduate Student Conference
Paper Prize

HAMPTON SMITH, “Insurgent Making:
Tools as Weapons in Slave Revolts”

Honorable Mention:  JENNIFER STRTAK,
“S(paces) of Policing: Urban Vehicles of
Population Control in Eighteenth-
Century Paris”

Women’s Caucus Awards & Prizes

Macaulay Graduate Student Prize
NATASHA SHOORY

Émilie du Châtelet Award
KELLY PLANTE

Editing/Translation Award
JULIETTE PAUL

Gender and Intersectional Prize
FAITH BARRINGER

AWARDS & PRIZES



HISTORY IN AFRICA

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/history-in-africa
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Clockwise from top left:  Mary and John O’Neill ,  ASECS President Paola Bertucci,  Women’s Caucus Luncheon,
GECC co-chair Taylin Nelson at the GECC 18th-Century Café, Olivia Sabee at the Book Exhibit,  and Nicole Aljoe

at the Book Table for the M. NourbeSe Philip event. Photo credits:  Pinpoint Photography.

More 2024 Toronto Annual Meeting Photos can be found on the Past Conferences Page!

https://asecs.org/
https://asecs.org/donate/
https://asecs.org/donate/
https://asecs.org/meetings/past-and-future-annual-meetings/

